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Houston is the largest city in Texas and one of the most diverse in the nation. From its
booming energy sector to its cutting-edge healthcare and aerospace industries, the city
draws professionals from across the country and around the world. Keep reading to learn
why so many people are proud to call Houston home.
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Compared to other major cities, Houston’s
real estate is relatively affordable, and
there's no state income tax, which is a
financial bonus for many newcomers.
Public transit options are expanding, with
METRORail lines connecting key parts of
the city, but many residents still rely on
cars to navigate Houston’s sprawling
layout. Grocery stores, shopping centers
and essential services are abundant,
making daily life convenient no matter
which neighborhood you choose.

Houston’s food scene blends global flavors
with Southern flair. Nancy’s Hustle offers
inventive small plates like lamb dumplings
and Nancy cakes in a relaxed bistro. MAD, a
vibrant Spanish restaurant, serves high-end
tapas such as paella and jamón ibérico in a
fun setting. For brunch, Common Bond
features elevated classics like crab cake
Benedict and croissant French toast.

Culture runs deep in Houston, where
community pride and global influence
intersect. Neighborhoods like Montrose, The
Heights and East End reflect the city’s rich
cultural roots and diverse population.
Signature events such as the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo, Houston Pride
Parade and the Original Greek Festival
highlight the city’s vibrant spirit, bringing
people together through tradition, food and
celebration.
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https://www.chron.com/entertainment/restaurants-bars/article/First-look-Nancy-s-Hustle-in-EaDo-12424434.php
https://www.chron.com/entertainment/restaurants-bars/article/First-look-Nancy-s-Hustle-in-EaDo-12424434.php
https://www.houstoniamag.com/news-and-city-life/2023/03/houston-livestock-show-rodeo-history-numbers
https://www.houstoniamag.com/news-and-city-life/2023/03/houston-livestock-show-rodeo-history-numbers


Houston has plenty of outdoor options
both in the city and nearby natural areas.
Buffalo Bayou Park features miles of trails
for biking, walking and kayaking, with
scenic views of the downtown skyline.
The Houston Arboretum and Nature
Center provides peaceful paths through
forests and meadows just minutes from
the city. For a larger outdoor retreat,
Hermann Park includes gardens, a golf
course and the Miller Outdoor Theatre, all
centered around a tranquil reflecting pool.

Houston has a strong sports culture with
major teams like the Texans (NFL), Rockets
(NBA), Astros (MLB) and Dynamo (MLS). The
University of Houston and other local
programs add to the city’s athletic energy.
From pro playoffs to college matchups,
sports bring the community together for a
variety of year-round events. 

The Hobby Center for the Performing Arts
hosts opera, ballet and touring Broadway
productions, while the Wortham Theater
Center features symphony performances
and dance. The Museum of Fine Arts has an
extensive collection of works from around
the world. The Houston Museum of Natural
Science also offers engaging exhibits for all
ages. For live music and events, the House
of Blues provides an energetic atmosphere
downtown.
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https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/05/sport/world-series-game-6-astros-phillies
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/05/sport/world-series-game-6-astros-phillies
https://www.klydewarrenpark.org/
https://buffalobayou.org/location/buffalo-bayou-park/
https://www.worthamarts.org/for-the-whole-family-nutcracker-is-back/
https://www.worthamarts.org/for-the-whole-family-nutcracker-is-back/


Major Employers & Getaways

Houston is home to some of the
region’s largest and most influential
employers, including ExxonMobil,
Chevron and Memorial Hermann
Health System. Other key players like
Shell, United Airlines and MD Anderson
Cancer Center help drive the city’s
diverse and resilient economy.

Several popular destinations are just a
short trip from Houston. Galveston Island
features sandy shores, historic charm and
a bustling waterfront. About two and a
half hours northwest, Austin is famous for
its live music, food trucks and outdoor
adventures. To the east, Louisiana’s Cajun
Country offers distinctive cuisine, swamp
tours and lively cultural celebrations.
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https://www.foxnews.com/sports/nba-finals-nuggets-one-win-away-franchises-first-title-take-commanding-3-1-lead-heat
https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/locations/united-states/houston-campus
https://www.texasmonthly.com/travel/galveston-tourist-hot-spot-travel-hotels/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/travel/galveston-tourist-hot-spot-travel-hotels/

