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San Francisco is California's fourth most populous city and a major cultural landmark.
Situated on a peninsula bordered by San Francisco Bay on one side and the Pacific Ocean
on the other, learn why this major American city is beloved by residents and sought out by
a diverse slate of Americans.

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA



San Francisco is a major metro area, with
nearly 900,000 residents in the proper city
limits. Weather here is temperate, with
cool, foggy winters and warm, dry
summers. Downtown San Francisco has a
dense, urban feel while surrounding
suburbs enjoy ocean views, mountains
and thick forests. The cost of living in San
Francisco is over 60% higher than the rest
of the United States.

San Francisco is a culinary capital where
acclaimed chefs and neighborhood
kitchens thrive side by side. At Benu in
SoMa, inventive Asian-inspired tasting
menus showcase creativity and precision.
State Bird Provisions in Western Addition
delivers playful small plates with bold
flavors in a lively setting. For a classic
experience, Swan Oyster Depot serves fresh
seafood and chowder in an old-school
counter atmosphere.

Experience San Francisco’s vibrant culture
through guided tours of iconic neighborhoods
like Chinatown, the Mission District and North
Beach. Explore the city’s rich diversity at local
events such as the Chinese New Year Parade,
Carnaval San Francisco and the Nihonmachi
Street Fair in Japantown. Visit cultural
landmarks like the Asian Art Museum, the
Museum of the African Diaspora and the
Contemporary Jewish Museum to gain
deeper insight into the many communities
and histories that shape this city.
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San Francisco offers dramatic natural
beauty in and beyond its city streets.
Golden Gate Park stretches over 1,000
acres with gardens, trails and open
space for every activity. The Presidio
provides wooded hills, coastal bluffs
and iconic views of the Golden Gate
Bridge. Crissy Field’s shoreline is
popular for running, kite flying and
family outings against a backdrop of
the bay.

San Francisco is a major sports hub with
a passionate fan base and a deep-rooted
athletic tradition. The city is home to the
San Francisco 49ers (NFL), who play at
Levi’s Stadium in nearby Santa Clara, and
the San Francisco Giants (MLB), who play
at the scenic Oracle Park. Just across the
Bay, the Golden State Warriors (NBA)
light up Chase Center in San Francisco’s
Mission Bay neighborhood. Soccer fans
can also catch Bay FC, the city’s new
National Women’s Soccer League
(NWSL) team.

San Francisco’s cultural life blends historic
institutions with cutting-edge creativity.
The War Memorial Opera House hosts the
San Francisco Opera and Ballet in a
landmark setting. The Fillmore continues
its legacy as one of the city’s premier live
music stages. Broadway tours and local
productions light up theaters such as the
Orpheum, while neighborhood venues
offer intimate performances. Museums
like SFMOMA and the de Young showcase
world-class collections that span modern
and global art.
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Major Employers & Getaways

San Francisco has a diverse and
innovation-driven economy anchored by
leading industries such as technology,
finance, healthcare and tourism. As the
heart of the Bay Area tech ecosystem,
the city is home to major companies
like Salesforce, Uber and Airbnb, with
nearby Silicon Valley hosting giants like
Apple, Google and Meta. Financial
institutions such as Wells Fargo and
Charles Schwab also have a significant
presence. The region’s economic
strength is further supported by world-
class hospitals, universities and a
thriving startup scene.

San Francisco is surrounded by
destinations that make for easy
escapes. To the north, Marin County
features redwood forests at Muir
Woods and coastal trails at Point Reyes.
Napa and Sonoma Valleys invite visitors
to explore wineries, vineyards and
rolling countryside. South along the
coast, Santa Cruz combines surf breaks,
boardwalk attractions and a relaxed
beach-town feel. Farther east, Lake
Tahoe provides mountain scenery,
outdoor recreation and a true four-
season getaway.
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